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When you start a new year, you want to 
start well.  We have planned our January 
in a way that will give our church family 
a great start to the new year. 

 

January 1st  I will be preaching to kickoff 
the new year. This will be a goal setting 
day for our church family.  Letõs  
òImagine Moreó than we can even think 
about as we ask God to lay on our 
hearts His goals for us. 

 

January 8th Our elders will join in a series 
emphasizing what our church is all 
about and what we are trying to accom-
plish by the grace of God.  We have a 
God-sized vision, a Christ-centered mis-
sion, and Bible-based values to guide our 
church life and ministry. 

 

January 15th we will kick off our Spring 
Semester of Adult Small Groups which 
will continue through April. 

 

January 22 we will celebrate Victory 
Sunday when we  recognize all our 2011 
new members.  This is always a good 
day in the life of CCC! 

 

In the month of February we will focus 
on Loving our God and Our Church!  
Feb. 12 will be our first Ministry Fair in 
two years.  Jason Owen will lead our 
Ministry Leaders as we better under-
stand  the ministries of CCC and find 
out how we can become a part of them. 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Messages for 2012 

The Word of God is always the basis for 
our preaching and teaching here at CCC.  
Beginning in March of this year I will be 
leading us in a study of the entire Old 
Testament.  Thatõs a daunting task so we 
will break down the OT into the major 
events that it covers so that we may bet-
ter understand the New Testament. 

 

The Old Testament is the New Testa-
ment concealed.  The NT is the OT re-
vealed. 

 

Over the last three years I have inten-
tionally structured the preaching time on 
Sundays to cover a major section of the 
Old Testament and a major section of 
the New Testament.  In the fall of 2010 
we experienced the New Testament 
Challenge.  I will ask you this year to 
begin the Old Testament challenge.  
That means I will ask you to read 
through the entire Old Testament in 
2012 and 2013. 

 

Mission Trip to Haiti ð July 5-14 

 

This summer we are planning to  take a 
group to Haiti to work with Lifeline 
Christian Mission for 10 days.  Wonõt 
you make plans to go?  We have held 
our information meetings and now on 
Jan. 8 we will meet immediately after the 
morning services to sign up those who 
are serious about going.  The trip is 
open to adults and students age 16 or 
older.  Students younger than 16 must 
be accompanied by a parent. 

 

 

 

November Israel Trip ð Nov. 1-10 

We are planning our second pilgrimage 
to Israel this November.  Why a second 
trip?  This is simply a life changing ex-
perience!  Julie and I will both going on 
the trip in hopes that many from our 
congregation will join us for this oppor-
tunity to grow in your discipleship with 
the Lord.  We will be joining Pastor 
Lynn Coleman and his wife Sandy from 
Fairfield Christian Church in Kokomo 
along with Pastor Greg Henneman from 
Clarkston Community Church in Clark-
ston, Michigan.  By partnering with 
these churches we will better reach our 
goal of 35.  I would love to see a group 
of 12-15 go from CCC.  Why Israel?  
Before my familiarization trip in January 
of 2009, I might have asked the same 
question.  I knew it would be interesting 
but I had no idea it would have such a 
profound impact on my own disciple-
ship.  So in this year of focusing on ma-
jor sections of the Old Testament, may I 
urge you to prayerfully consider this trip 
as you will never read the Bible the same 
after being there.  I have the details 
available for anyone who may be inter-
ested.  Just give me a call or send an 
email. 

 

CCC ð What is it? 

 

Itõs the church!!  Please join me in mak-
ing our church ministry for Christ a mat-
ter of prayer in your life! 

 

Love in Christ, 

 

Gary 

 



God in the Highest - and on Earth - Peace to Men of 

Goodwill " was heard as if by miracle.  

At the conclusion, Fessenden wished all a Merry Christ-

mas and invited the Sparks to write him at Brant Rock, 

Massachusetts with reception reports. Reports were re-

ceived from ships along the Atlantic northeast coast and 

from shore stations as far south as Norfolk, Virginia. A 

repeat broadcast on New Year's Eve was heard as far 

south as the West Indies.  

I hope you enjoyed Christmas Eve and Christmas Day ï 

and that you enjoyed the presence of our Lord Jesus 

through the season.  Blessings to you and yours as we en-

ter 2012 together.  May our lives continue to be trans-

formed! 

Blessings, 

Julie 
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Christmas Eve is a special evening at Clayton, and 

all over the world.  Iôm amazed at the generosity of 

the folks at our church who volunteer time, re-

sources, effort, and talent to bless our church, visi-

tors, and community through the services at CCC.  I 

have leaned heavily on Randi Cooper and Woody 

Weatherman over the past 6 or 7 years to help come 

up with the stage set and/or décor to bring our 

theme alive, and they have done a beautiful job.  So 

many others have sacrificed in a lot of different 

ways to make the evening meaningful.  Thank you!  

You are appreciated ï by me, and by many others. 

Here are some of the themes weôve had over the 

last 15 years:  Come to the Cradle, The Word Be-

came Flesh, From Heavenôs Throne, Home for 

Christmas, a Victorian Christmas, Jesus the Light 

of the World, Come to Bethlehem, White Christ-

mas, Celtic Christmas, the Gift, Portraits of Christ-

mas, Victorian Christmas Feast, Imagine Christmas

(Winter scene), Sounds of Christmas(Bell tower), 

Home for Christmas.   

 

I found a true story about a special Christmas Eve 

over a hundred years ago that happened here in the 

United States : 

 

For their entire careers, the "Sparks", the ship 

wireless operators for the United Fruit Company, 

along with the US Navy, had only heard Morse 

code "dit - dahs" coming through their headphones. 

They had been alerted a few days earlier for a spe-

cial message to come at 9 PM Eastern Time on 

Christmas Eve. Suddenly they heard something that 

made some think they were dreaming, a human 

voice coming from those headphones. Then they 

heard singing. There was a violin solo. Then a man 

made a speech. Some called their captain and 

ship's officers to come and listen.  

The genius responsible was Reginald Fessenden. 

He had succeeded in transmitting voice and music 

over the air. Fessenden himself played a violin solo 

of "O Holy Night"  accompanying himself as he 

sang the last verse.  He also read the Biblical ac-

count of the birth of Christ from Luke chapter 2 

over the air. The text of the angels' song "Glory to 

Kids Bits  by Beth  

 

Our God is a GREAT BIG God 

If you helped with Vacation Bible School a couple of years ago, 

you remember spending the week chanting òOur God is a Great 

Big God.ó    A chant that sticks with you and doesnõt let go;  

instilling the message that all things are possible through God 

and that our God will do big things and He expects big things.  

As we celebrate Christõs birth and set our sights on the new year,  

it is a good time to reflect on just how great our God has been to 

us.  We have seen Godõs hand in all aspects of childrenõs minis-

try.   We have been blessed by those whom God has called to 

teach in Sunday School, Wee Worship and Power Up.   Our 

babies and toddlers have been  held in the loving arms of Godõs 

faithful servants.  God leads teachers and helpers to make our  

Discovery Club on Wednesday evenings an incredibly powerful 

program for our elementary age children.   Last summer we held 

a very  powerful Vacation Bible School, teaching children night 

after night of the wonderful love of our God. 

This is a great time to stop and say THANK YOU.  Please know 

that the part you play to help with our Childrenõs ministry has 

made a BIG difference for our children.  Your donations of 

time, talent and treasure serve our God in a big way.  God is 

using our willing hands and hearts to advance His kingdom in a 

BIG way. 
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Well, Happy New Year CCC family! It's been a little 
�P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���D���\�H�D�U���V�L�Q�F�H���Z�H���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���W�K�H���³IMAGINE 
�0�2�5�(�������µ��campaign and I'm happy to report our pro-
gress! When we kicked off the campaign early Novem-
ber, 2010, we had an estimate of giving of $328,000. 
Now as we look back at a difficult year financially for 
most families, I'm happy to report that our campaign 
has received $88,262, (as of Dec. 12th). 

The principle on our mortgage that was $532,071 at 
campaign beginning, is now $428,173. That's a reduc-
tion of $103,898!! Way to Go CCC!  

 

The IMAGINE MORE TOGETHER THRU FAITH campaign, 
for those of you that might be new to CCC, is a stew-
ardship program aimed at reducing our debt. We here 
at CCC are trying to be financially responsible and re-
duce debt to allow us to expand our ministries and be 
transforming lives for Christ. If you would like more in-
formation on how you might be able to participate, 
please see Bill or Cheryl, or any of the CCC staff.   

 

We have all experienced a difficult downturn in the 
economy and although our general budget giving has 
gone down, we have been able meet our expenses and 
all mission obligations. In the past we have encoun-
tered difficulties and God has blessed us each time. 
When CCC looked to grow and to buy land, we didn't 
have the money. God lead us, though, to this location. 
We purchased the land and had to take out a loan. Our 
body prayed and the loan was paid off in less than 6 
months with less than 1% interest paid. Looking to 
2012, and hiring an Associate, our needs are great. I 
know that we can meet these needs through continued 
prayer and everyone seeking God's blessing. 

 

       IMAGINE MORE TOGETHER THRU FAITH 

 

Have a blessed New Year,  

 

Bill & Cheryl  

The SonTimes is now available on our church website at:  

claytonchristian.org 

Important Dates to Remember:  
 

 January 

�ì�í�����������������������E���Á���z�����Œ�[�•�������Ç������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
                Sunday Service �t 10:00 AM only                         
  6:00 p.m. Wedding for Valerie Camp-
  bell & Stephen Beard 

�ì�î�����������������������E���Á���z�����Œ�[�•�������Ç���,�}�o�]�����Ç���t Office  
  Closed 

04          Wednesday Night �t No Meal                      
 08 Sunday Services: Worship at 8:45 & 
  11:00; SS at 10:15                                                               
 09 7:00 Ministry Leaders Meet                                   
 11 No Wednesday Meal                                              
 15 Sunday Services                      
 18 Wednesday Meal Resumes �t Adult, 
  Student,  Elementary Groups                                  
 22 Sunday Services                                                      
 25 Wednesday Meal �t Adult,  Student,           
  Elementary Groups                               
 29 Sunday Services 

 

February 

01            Wednesday Night 

05            Sunday Services                                             
 08 Wednesday Night                                                   
 12 Sunday Services �t Love Your Church!! 
 13 7:00 p.m. Ministry Leaders                      
 15 Wednesday Night                                              
 19 Sunday Services                                                                                       
 22 Wednesday Night                                                                
 26 Sunday Services                                                                    
 29 Wednesday Night �t Leap Day! 

  Oct Nov 

Total $37,861.25 $29,794.47 

Missions $0.00 $0.00 

Building $875.00 $700.00 

Imagine $7,191.75 $2,629.00 

Other Desig $338.00 $743.00 


